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Another very successful admissions season has just come to an end.  
Marlyene Schwartz was very busy with the admissions process from 
start to finish.  We had a very strong applicant pool again this year 
and we expect to have full enrollment for the 2011-2012 school 
year.  Some of the recurring comments from the prospective       
kindergarten parents were how impressive our junior high tour 
guides were, and how happy our students looked as the prospective 
parents toured the classrooms. 

We are so proud of our eighth grade students.  The high school admissions season is an 
exciting time and not without a little stress as students and parents alike wait for the big 
day when the acceptance letters are sent out.  We want to congratulate all of our eighth 
grade students (and parents)!  Most of the class was accepted at their first or second 
choice high school, and many were accepted to multiple schools.  They all had great 
choices when it came time to make their final decision (please see High School             
Acceptance and Decision Charts on page 3) 

Both Mrs. Schwartz and I recently served on CAIS/WASC accreditation teams.  High Point 
went through the accreditation process two years ago and received a six year                
accreditation and many great commendations.  It is always very interesting to visit other 
schools and have an opportunity to do an in-depth study of all aspects of the school.  
This year we each visited very fine schools.  Even so, we came back feeling very fortunate 
to work at HPA. 

High Point Academy is in excellent shape across the board, and in particular in the area 
of finance, thanks to the continued commitment of our parents, grandparents, and 
alumni families to our Annual Fund.  If you have not yet given a gift or made a pledge to 
ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ CǳƴŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ   
remember that every gift counts. Our goal is to end the year in the 95% participation 
range.  

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ .ƻƻƪ CŀƛǊ ŀ ōƛƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  
The special kick-ƻŦŦΣ ά!ƳŀȊƛƴƎ wŀŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŀŘΩǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƘǳƎŜƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
year and involved a lot of hard work from many wonderful parents.   

We also had a very successful Eagle Classic Golf Tournament which netted over $54,000 
due the generosity of the parents and friends of High Point who attended. Some of these 
proceeds will be used to purchase and install a SMARTBoard in the art /music room.  
Sandi Brune and Dianne Harmel are delighted and are looking forward to incorporating 
this technology into their curriculum.  

I want to remind all of our families that Eagle Mail, our electronic 
weekly bulletin, is e-mailed to all homes every Wednesday        
afternoon.  This communication contains all of the upcoming 
school activities, important dates and messages, special events, 
and projects for the week. 

Eagle Mail is designed so that you can skim it quickly to get an 
overview of the upcoming week and       



 

Twenty-four years ago I came to High Point as a first grade substitute 
teacher, never expecting that I would still be here now. What began as a 
stint as a regular substitute ended up as a long-term career and my second 
home.   

I think about the terrific children I have worked with here, young people 
who have gone on to great high schools and colleges including all of the 
UC schools and others from USC to Harvard and Penn, the University of 
Chicago, and the US Naval Academy!  These are outstanding young  people 
who are teachers, attorneys, artists, scientists, writers, game designers, 
doctors, nurses, accountants, and even a United States Navy SEAL.  I feel 
very fortunate to have been a small part in the education of these       
wonderful young people!  

Next fall I will truly miss that first day of school when the students arrive with brand new sneakers and 
notebooks and an eagerness to join a new class, with a new teacher.  I have always thought of the first 
day of school as a fresh start for everyone - teachers, students, and administrators.  Everyone has a clean 
slate on which to build the year.  I will have a really new beginning next September and will miss starting 
my day with smiling children and hugs! 

As I move on to a new and exciting part of my life, I want to thank everyone, families, students, and      
colleagues for 23 terrific years.  Thank you for giving me the privilege of working with your children, of 
helping work out the snags that always occur when children are involved, and most of all for being such 
supportive and wonderful families and friends.  I will miss you all! 

 

It is hard to imagine that we have reached the end of another school year!  Our eighth graders have all 
received their high school acceptances and once again, it is another strong year.  On the other end of the 
spectrum, we have an exceptional class of students entering kindergarten in the fall.  

Although we are in the final stretch of the school year, the Board remains hard at work.  We have recently 
finalized the budget.  In doing so, the Board analyzes trends, compares itself to other benchmarks,       
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇƭŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ     
current economic climate.  It is a laborious process, but one that the Board undertakes with great          
responsibility.  It has been the prudent stewardship of the past Boards that has enabled our eighth      
graders to consistently be accepted to some of the top high schools in the area and also allows High Point 
to continue to attract such outstanding kindergarten classes.   

In closing, after having the privilege to serve on the High Point Academy Board of Trustees since 2007, I 
will be stepping down at the end of the school year in June.  I am most pleased to announce that Joe    
Rokus has agreed to succeed me as President.  Joe, a Board member since 2006, currently serves as the 
Vice President and he sits on the Buildings and Grounds Committee.  He is the father of sixth grader      
Jennifer, as well as alumni Jamie (2006), first grade teacher Katie (2000), Kristen (2003), and Stephen 
(2005).  Joe is the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Packaging Plus.  He will bring a valued historical 
perspective of the school as well as wisdom and leadership skills to the Board presidency. 

On a personal level, this is our last year at High Point as our youngest daughter will be graduating from 
eighth grade.  As a long time family, we are forever grateful to the administration, staff, and faculty for 
not only providing our daughters with an exceptional educational experience, but also for sincerely       
investing in our children.  It has been a joy to be a part of the High Point family.  I wish each of you future 
success and happiness. 

          -Lisa Hausler  


